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Downloadable files
Abstract
The Webcontainer throws a FileNotFoundException when a resource does
not exist on the file system but a filter should find it.
Download Description
PK33090 resolves the following problem:
ERROR DESCRIPTION:
A filter that serves a file does not popup an alert message in IBM®
WebSphere® Application Server version 6.1 and where as the same code
works fine in Application Server version V6.0.2 level.
LOCAL FIX:
N/A
PROBLEM SUMMARY
USERS AFFECTED:
WebSphere Application Server version 6.1 users.
PROBLEM DESCRIPTION:
The WebContainer throws a FileNotFoundException when a request is
received for a static file which does not exist on the file system despite a
called filter handling the request and not calling the next filter in the chain.

RECOMMENDATION:
None
When a request is made for a static file which does not exist at the location
specified in the request, the WebContainer calls the filters (if any)
associated with the request. The filters may then process the request and
not call the next filter in the chain, effectively completing the request. This
should prevent the WebContainer from sending back a 404
FileNotFoundException. However, in this situation the WebContainer
continues to send back a 404 FileNotFoundException.
The problem can arise with any application which uses this type of filter.
However, it has been noticed particularly in Java™ Server Faces (JSF)
applications. This is because JSF often constructs pages which refer to a
file, usually a JavaScript file, at a location where it does not physically
exist. The file is usually packaged within a JAR file and has a different
path to the file. Therefore when the WebContainer attempts to find that file
and cannot, it processes the filters for the request which may then process
the request using the correct file and then not call the next filter in the
chain. However, on return from the filter the WebContainer still returns a
404 FileNotFoundException.
Further, if the filter commits the request additional warning messages may
be seen:
SRTServletRes W WARNING: Cannot set status. Response already
committed.
SRTServletRes W WARNING: Cannot set header. Response already
committed.

PROBLEM CONCLUSION:
The Webcontainer code has been modified to not send back a 404
FileNotFoundException, in response to a request for a nonexistent static
file, if a filter effectively completes the request by not calling the next filter
in the chain. Note that for the filters to be called when a static file which is
a target of a request and does not exist, the following Webcontainer custom
property must be set to 'true':
com.ibm.ws.webcontainer.invokefilterscompatibility
As a result this custom property must be set for this fix APAR to be
enabled. For details of how to set a webcontainer custom property please
see:
http://www.ibm.com/support/docview.wss?rss=180&uid=swg21284395
The fix for this APAR is currently targeted for inclusion in Fix Pack
6.1.0.7.
Please refer to the Recommended Updates page for delivery information:
http://www.ibm.com/support/docview.wss?rs=180&uid=swg27004980
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